Immunochemical characterization of Bacteroides vulgatus cell-surface antigens.
Capsular polysaccharide (CPS) and lipopolysaccharide (LPS) antigens extracted from three Bacteroides vulgatus strains (serotype specific strain, and two others isolated from normal gut flora and gut of a diabetic patient) were studied. Chemical analysis of CPS and purified LPS antigens was performed. The compositions of sugars, amino acids and fatty acids were shown to be different for each antigen. Rabbit antisera against whole bacterial cells were prepared. All antigens proved to be active in immunoelectrophoresis, SDS-PAGE and immunoblot tests. Several cross reactions in these assays were observed.